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Warren People and their Early Occupations

When Warren was first settled nearly everyone was a farmer, housekeeper or a child and because it was a survival 

existence even the children had to work as much as they could.  There was no welfare or food stamps or even 

stores early on.  The family had to grow, hunt or gather  all of its food while creating a shelter and digging a well.  

All done in the wilderness with wild animals such as wolves, bear cougars and mostly outside in the weather rain 

or snow to cook as needed until an inside hearth could be constructed all with no electricity or power tools. 

Everything needed had to be made by hand. Until they had excess crops there was no income.  It took long work 

hours from all family members to survive.  Gradually needed occupations were set up General Storekeeper, 

Blacksmith and Tinsmith who made needed items. Hotel for travelers, Taverns, livery stable, Sawmills created 

lumber with which enables buildings to be built much faster and with less wood.  Many hours in multiple records 

turned up the following names: See farmers in the appendix.  Abel Warren farmer and Preacher settled in area  6 

years before anyone else lived north of Warren but was so active in doing marriages, funerals etc. that they named 

the Township after him. Aba then Warren Township. The other earliest settlers the Grosbecks were farmers then 

became sawmill operators and lawyers and made a lot of money buying and selling land as did Shubel Connant 

who lived in Detroit but owned perhaps the most Warren land with the Groesbecks second. Many of the 

storekeepers, blacksmiths, tavern keepers, brewers, names are not recorded.  Some are as follows: Frank Peck Store 

Keeper (and as with many of these occupations they were also farmers)  A C Lyons was the village Lamplighter 

also became census taker. The Mason brothers has many businesses including a buggy shop and several stores but 

they later moved north. George Bolam who was one of the earliest settlers put in 35 years as a civil servant and for 

awhile was called ñKing of Warren.ò John and Dave Wilson built a grain mill and coal depot with water for the 

trains at the railroad tracks to the east of the village. They sold out to A V Church who sold it to the Warren Farm 

Bureau which ran until 1922. It was organized into a stock cooperative called the Warren Coop opening in 1924. 

The Harwood family operated a Lumber yard and sawmill near there. We know there were at least three churches 

in Warren Village and more than one tavern. There was a Warren Hotel. An old village map lists the Warren 

Canning Company. There were several dairy creameries at different times. The village white smith (tin smith) was 

first John (James) L Beebe, then James Strong then Joseph Langel. Arnold Harwood was a very prominent person 

in Warren Village for over 25 years. I replaced his missing marker, but the grave robber gang stole it. As they did 

several veterans memorials listing those who died for our freedoms and are buried in Warren Union Cemetery. 

They even ripped out Warren's Unknown Soldier's memorial off of a grave. See cemetery pages for details. Arnold 

Harwood ran the main lumber yard and was a pastor of the local ME church for 25 years. He was also a justice of 

the peace. Ormal Stevens was the village undertaker. He later died in France in WWI. Chicago road was named 

Davy after Charles Davy a pioneer and pastor whose daughter married John Beebe tin smith and toll gate keeper. 

John Beebe's son Charles became a sailor, preacher and undertaker. John's wife Ester D and the Davys were born 

in England as were many Warren Village residents. Isaac and Oliver Barton organized the First church in Warren 

the Warren M E Church in the 1850s. Early pioneers were Ames, Davy, Halsey, Hoxie, Royce, Smith, McGrath, 

Torry, Sherry, Dunning, Johnson, Glaziers, Coreys, Beaufaits, Wilsons, Kingscott, ( John Kingscott was listed as a 

soldier in the 1850 census.) Civil War soldiers: Ira F. Benson, Nicholas Berger, William L Cole, Lewis Conrad, 

John N Cook, Oscar Cooley, James M Crawford, Frederick Eckstein, Benjamin C Gamble was shot in the leg, 

Charles Gamble, Henry Gies, John Hartman lost a thumb, Frederick Heidt injured left leg, Jacob Heipple, Levi 

Hoard, Charles Jacob, Henry Jenks, Mat & Frank Kaltz, Charles Kidd suffered deafness, Ernst Lorenz, Joseph 

Matre, Joseph Metro, William Moor, Mahala Norris, Frederick Opfer, Manuel J Pereira had a bad right ear injury, 

John Smith, James M Stanley suffered chronic diarrhea as did many who served, Frank Tatro, Theodore F. 

VanFleet, David Wolf, Samuel Wodie? and more. WWI Otto J Abey, Kamiel Blondeel, William Gietzen, Neil 

Reid Warrenner, Edward Thimian, Roger W. Jannus, Ormal Dewey Stevens, Edward W Grimms and others. 

WWII; Hugh Alexander, Floyd F Reddick, Merrill Stevens. and many others. The only stone that named many of 

these men was stolen by the Warren grave robber gang in July 2011. [711] 

 Other notables were first the Groesbeck family who were the first to officially buy land and settle in Warren 

Township, and bought more land here than anyone else. They had the first sawmill, first log cabin, probably first 

frame house, first residents who claimed to be lawyers, first lawsuit to sue boys over chasing a skunk, and many 

other firsts. There were many other families and names of prominence such as the Rivards, Gibbs, Glaziers, 

Denisons, Rhodes, Ecksteins, Schusters and others named above. Many had family members that served as as 

Township officials. George Berz 1811-1893, ownerd land on which the North school was built then named after 

him. Pastor Otto Keller 1858- 1938, pastor of the St. Paul's Church from 1885-1908. May V. Peck 1885-1980, a 

teacher for 45 years had a school in Warren named in her honor. R.D. Smith, 1803- 1999. He was Justice of the 

Peace in 1839.
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No electricity

Used oil lamps

Joseph Buechel had purchased property from William Groesbeck 

in 1878. He built and ran a general and drug store at 10 Mile 

Road on the main state road which was next to the Detroit and 

Bay City Rail Road. This stage and train stop was first Grosbeck, 

then Warren stops, then Kunrod's corners because of Kunrod's 

tavern. This and Spinnings Station in Warren Village were the 

busiest places in the township. In 1893 Buechel rented an acre of 

land from Jos Cramer so he could move his store next to St 

Clement for business as it had shifted from the State Road 

(Sherwood) to the ñCentreò Line Road VanDyke. Folks were 

calling the area Center Line because of the road. The interurban 

(electric trolley) line from Detroit to Ten Mile road along Van 

Dyke ran from 1900-1930. This led to new residents who were 

not farmers. The area along that strip became known as Van 

Dyke and Center Line and it soon surpassed in population the 

rest of Warren. Van Dyke Road was graveled in the 1920s.

Above Buechel Store
Matthias 

Berger and 

wife park 

buggy I 

front of 

Buechel 

House



James Warren who was a cooper who had a very important function that of making containers like barrels, 

buckets etc., John W Kingscott age 27 SOLDIER b England, Harvey Harwood 23 fisherman, Francis Striker 

gunsmith, Charles Davie ME clergy, John Moecy was a blacksmith. 

     1860 had Judson Mason, Jacob Schmids, Medana Bezoyer as blacksmiths. Other occupations in 1860 besides 

farmer and housekeeper were: Ben Stanley Candle Maker, Alice Wright 18 School Teacher, Louis Grosbeck 20, 

Charles Grosbeck S 24, William A 19 all Lawyers, Jacob Cramer mill wright, Francis Stryker Gun Smith, Polly 

Royce 18 Teacher, Peter Kline & Stephen Kline, John Holder shoemaker, James Strong toll gatekeeper, Michael 

Stagene Nail Smith, Joahim Kruger miller, John Albright, Charles Davy Clergyman, Daniel Stuart rail road , 

seven carpenters. No doctors were listed. 

      In 1870 many more occupations were recorded too many to fit in this summary so see the companion DVD 

or web site for more info. But here are just a few highlights: Another toll gate keeper Phil White near to James 

Strong who also Keeps Toll, Grocer and Brewer Henry Heunt from Germany, several sawmill workers living 

with Alexander Groesbeck, carpenters, blacksmiths, several grocers, a butcher shop, a taylor, minsters, 

breakman, gunsmith, Philipe Hurnys MARINER, Enuright William 32 b Ireland TEACHER , Lewis Groesbeck 

and Grosbeck Charles Lumberman, several household servants lived with different families, Smith Joseph 46 

GROCER & SALOON this was on Van Dyke, Judson C Mason 36 Blacksmith and Carriage shop and many 

workers, Tharrett John 71 became a GROCER, Beebe John L 54 TIN SMITH wife Esther D 50 b England son 

Charles S 7 b MI, Halsey Silas E 38 works in shoe shop Paul Ardembeck Shoemaker 

     1880 occupations other than farming are increasingly more numerous, here are some highlights. Many 

carpenters, many retired, shoemakers, painters, engineer, butcher dressmaker, several sailors, several servants, 

several clerks, ministers, brick mason, school teacher Benjamin Bowden 55, grocers Joseph Buechel & Sophia. 

Blacksmiths: Peter Cline 26, Edwin Tharrett. tin smith John L Beebe 64 living with son Charles A 16 a sailor. 

Judson Mason blacksmith employed other blacksmiths and wagon makers, Ella Wright 23 music teacher, 

Doctors William Simonds, William Teery. Saloon keepers Frank Vandentir, Louis Canrad. William Murthum 

hunter, Arnold Harwood Lumber dealer. Grocers: Oliver Barton, Edmond Halsey, Solman Gilman, Thomas 

Ceaen?, and William Cole. The census actually listed it as the Burough of Beebes Corners. 

      

1900 Census occupations showed increasing diversification outside of farming, some that were listed were: 

many brick makers, mason, painters, peddler of Literature, molder, wheelright Railroad Laborer, several 

carpenters, blacksmiths, Edward Peck, Frank C salesman, several salesmen, store workers, shoemaker, harness 

makers, dress maker, John Martin cattle buyer, school teachers Hiram Halsey, Kathren McCanulay 21, Marria 

Tharrett 25, Clarrah Wilson 17 music teacher, Homer Harwood 30 Publisher, Arnold Harwood 83 Lumber 

dealer, John Wilson miller had gris mill, Archibald C Lyons painter, John Flynn 50 doctor, Ormal Stevens 30 

undertaker, Wright Tharrett 57 teamster, Joseph Langell 23 tinner, Frank Langell 26 tinsmith, Anthony Beelman 

49 hotel keeper & son Joseph 19 bartender, Matthias Berger 62 hotel keeper and son Peter 17 bar tender, George 

Chipchase harness maker, David Wilson miller. Warren village area grocers Martin Crawford, Clinton E Hoard, 

Frank Peck 33 clerk salesman, blacksmiths listed: Henry Fisher, August Sehert, Cluerlos Gurlach, several 

families had servants. Many of these folks are now in Warren Union Cemetery many without markers. As the 

years get closer to the present the names get more familiar because they are names our parents talked about. 

Frank Halsey, was postmaster in Warren around 1910-1915. and during World War I he ran the telephone 

exchange which was located in the old post office. Fred Gemmill stated Alfred Parks operated a grain and feed 

mill and cider mill and stated there was a Warren Roller Mill. Fred mentions the Brooks Drug store and the J B 

Moore building on the South East corner of Mound and Chicago Road which is still there. 

     Center Line area 1900 occupations: Edward Ladorcur 37 doctor, Knight Robert 37 physician, Frances J 

Miller merchant, Frank L Groesbeck servant salesman, Robert A Miller saloon, Kaltz Peter servant, Kramer 

John Priest St Clement, John Buchel grocer, Vileyman August saloon man, Holahouse Hilary teacher, Hemmen 

Xaver teacher, Kelly Domitilfa teacher, Cecilia Wuerth music teacher. The Lumber Industry was winding down 

after years of cutting of trees. But sawmills would still be around until late 1970 when the Bunert saw mill 

closed down. See Wesley Arnoldôs pictures of it elsewhere.

     Warren Township was nearly all an area of farms until urbanization took over, in the early 1900s. Agriculture 

was the main occupation and life of the residents. Many general farms became specialized into general, truck, 

dairy, poultry, and cattle farms. The trolley line came into southern Warren around 1900.  Then WWI and WWII 

hit leading to great urbanization and huge decrease in farming but with a huge increase in diverse occupations 

too many to list here. But my archive has the detailed story with 100,000 pages.
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Shirley Opfert  standing on what would become Schoenherr and 13 Mile.



CAN YOU PASS The 8TH GRADE FINAL EXAM of 

1890? 8th Grade Essay Exam: Using correct spelling, 

grammar and good handwriting.  No notes. All from your 

own memory. U.S. History: Name the parts of the Bill of 

Rights and explain which rights they protect.  Relate the 

causes and results of the Revolutionary War.  Describe 

three of the most prominent battles of the Rebellion.  Tell 

what you can of the history of Michigan. Who were the 

following: Morse, Whitney, Fulton, Bell, Lincoln, Penn, 

and Howe?  Name events connected with the following 

dates: 1607, 1620, 1800, 1849, and 1865? Geography 

Name each of the states in the USA and Europe their 

capitals. How do you account for the extremes of climate 

in Michigan? Describe the mountains of  N America.  

What is climate and what factors influence it? Describe 

the following: Monrovia, Odessa, Denver, Yukon, 

Manitoba, Hecla, St. Helena, Orinoco. Name and locate 

the principal trade centers of the U.S. Why is the Atlantic 

Coast colder than the Pacific in the same latitude? Give 

the inclination of the earth and describe its movements. 

Arithmetic: Name and define the Fundamental Rules of 

Arithmetic. 2. A wagon box is 2 ft. deep, 10 feet long, 

and 3 ft. wide. How many bushels of wheat will it hold? 

3. If a load of wheat weighs 3942 lbs., what is it worth at 

50cts. per bu, deducting 1050 lbs. for tare? 4. District No. 

1 has a valuation of $35,000. What is the necessary levy 

to carry on a school seven months at $50 per month, and 

have $104 for incidentals? 5. Find cost of 6720 lbs. coal 

at $6.00 per ton. 6. Find the interest of $512.60 for 8 

months and 18 days at 7 percent. 7. What is the cost of 40 

boards 12 inches wide and 16 ft. long at $.20 per inch? 8. 

Find bank discount on $300 for 90 days (no grace) at 10 

percent. 9. What is the cost of a square farm at $15 per 

acre, the distance around which is 640 rods? Write a Bank 

Check, Promissory Note, and a Receipt.     

Grammar: Give nine rules for the use of Capital Letters. 

2. Name the Parts of Speech and define those that have no 

modifications. 3. Define Verse, Stanza and Paragraph. 4. 

What are the Principal Parts of a verb? Give Principal 

Parts of do, lie, lay and run. 5. Define Case, Illustrate 

each Case. 6. What is Punctuation? Give rules for 

principal marks of Punctuation. Orthography 1. Give two 

rules for spelling words with final 'e'. Name two 

exceptions under each rule. 2. Give two uses of silent 

letters in spelling. Illustrate each. 3. Define the following 

prefixes and use in connection with a word: Bi, dis, mis, 

pre, semi, post, non, inter, mono, super. 4. Use the 

following correctly in sentences, Cite, site, sight, fane, 

fain, feign, vane, vain, vein, raze, raise, rays. 5. Write 10 

words frequently mispronounced and indicate pronun-

ciation by use of diacritical marks and syllabication. 

Civics: Describe the State and Federal Governments of 

the USA Give a detailed breakdown of the three branches 

of each.  Explain what laws are for and how and why they 

are enforced.  List current community, federal and world 

issues and your ideas on how they can be solved. 

Education was better in old days even with over- 

crowded classrooms & lack of books. Students learned 

better than today. They did math in their heads learned 

history, geography, civics, Knew Bill of Rights, 

Constitution.  Parents could not read or write. Kids had 

to work for the family to survive.  School masters had 

to be able to make quill pens, and to defeat the largest 

boy in the class in a fist fight and maintain discipline. 

The birch rod was part of his equipment. Women were 

also used because they would work for less money but 

had to be courageous to teach (Willis Dunbar 284).The 

first known school in Warren was a split log school-

house farmers built near Chicago and Ryan. This was 

also used for a church for Methodist and Baptists.  

There were few books. early schools were built: North 

school 1859. West school 1894 burned down 1931 

replaced with present red brick building. South school 

1866. East school  before 1875. Schemm School 186? 

O'Leary School 1865. Bunert 1875. Plunkett School 

1869. St Clement School before 1868. All had grades 

1-8. Larger 2 room Bunert school 1927. Murthumn 

High 1926. Busch High 1921. Lincoln 1921. Harding 

1925. Ellis 1926. Ladd 1941. Groesbeck, Mckinley, 

Macomb Park 1928. Victory 1942. Charwood 6 room 

1944.  Miller 1950. Peck 1961. CLHS 1962. Most of 

these now closed due lower population.

My grandfather with only 8th grade education, helped 

me with square roots. He said he learned all subjects 

well because he had to recite them to the teacher and 

then help teach the younger kids in a one room school 

Most parents took education very seriously before 

1940. They also had to pay taxes for the schools 

whether their kids went or not.  So If you failed in 

school as a teenager you were considered unsuitable for 

school and had to work all day until you were 18. If  a 

father found out a boy goofed off at school, that boy 

would probably not want to sit for a few days. The 

willow switch was considered a great motivator. No 

one was seriously hurt, and it taught reality, respect and 

consequences for wrong actions. Of course positive 

reinforcement is almost always better. And there were 

tests to verify learning in every grade.
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Many would like to see this Historical Jewell Ellis 

School, a very sturdy well-built school (walls solid 

almost a foot thick, ceilings reinforced concrete) 

become our local museum. It is possible to save this 

last Classic Historical Gem. It could serve as a 

useful museum, educational place, historical 

treasure for years. And at a cost much let than 

paying to tear it down and build a new building.

Busch High School and St Clement School (below) 

were destroyed.

Observation: Too often historical gems are destroyed 

rather than being put to good use.  That is our precious 

American culture being put into landfills.

Letôs save Ellis School.

Young teachers sometimes were given repressive rules to 

live by: May not have company of men, Must be home by 8 

pm, May not ride in a carriage with any man, May not smoke 

or drink,
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Transportation was very important.  First was walking sometimes with foot aids such as snowshoes 

later skis in modern times. Riding animals came after animals were domesticated a few thousand 

years ago. Here in Warren horses, oxen, donkeys, mules were pressed into action. It was discovered 

that it was more efficient to create a vehicle with wheels which the animal or person could pull.  This 

allowed for bigger loads and was less tiring. At first carts and wagons were used.  These were hand 

made.  Soon craftsmen began making them which allowed for much better quality.  Here are some 

commonly used designs. Horses were gradually replaced by motorized vehicles. Some horses were 

used up to the 1940s. After that they were mostly for pleasure riding. Dirt roads were soon riddled 

with ruts and potholes and were impassable seas of mud after when soaked. This led to roads being 

planked (covered with wood planks. But after a few years the wood rotted creating wheel breaking 

holes. Gravel then cobblestone then concrete then asphalt followed.  Steel wheels on Iron rails proved 

even more efficient. But the most efficient is levitation where the vehicle does not touch the surface 

thus lowering resistance and noise levels. This is beginning to be used in our time.

Library of Congress picture [201]

Wagons were curved to keep 

loads from shifting.Daniel and Flossie Stewart

Has 2 bobs which help it turn better.

From collection of Wesley 

Arnold historian my 

granpaôs wagon.

From Daniel Stewartôs pictures

From 

WHS

Stewart.s

Stewart.s

Stewart.s
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Transportation
Barges on the Erie Canal, steamboat to Detroit stagecoach to Warren.  The, raft, boat, horse, 

wagon and buggy or sleigh in winter were used for local travel from 1830-1930.  The railroads 

were used for long distance travel and after 1920 busses with Wisner Bus Company, Indian 

Trains, Trailways, Greyhound, DSR trolleys and busses. Automobiles after that.

61



.

62

Joann (Wiegand) Chene in 1932.  See St Clement in background from Susann Bendert



Van Dyke Views 2

Miller Tavern Van Dyke at Harding
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Dirt ñCentreò Line 

Road c1885



Warren Village

St Paul Church of Christ before 

steeple was hit by lightning
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At the country store were many things that could 

not be made by hand, or found in nature.



Rinke Farm

Grandpa Daniel Stewart Historian
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Diary of an American 

Farmer 30 years of daily

life in the 1800s

Now in my archive.

Licht House

Smith Store

Rinke Farm
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Horse meat
66 John Wilsonôs flour Mill

Warren Co op[101]



Warren Village 

Warren Hotel[104] 

Mound bridge

Warren Village Post Office from Warren Historical Society 

collection

Warren Village houses

Courtesy Gas

Warren Township Hall
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Warren Village founded in 1893

Moore Store[102] Moore Store

Warren Village 

Hall on Beebe
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Steam engine powered cider mill


